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At TI o’chock, A. M. Ider Levi Tuompson ed the intro 
dactory'sermon, from Paul’s Epistle to Titus, Chap. II. 11th and 12th 
verses. “For the grace of God t that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
unto all men, teaching us, &e,” , : 

The Associatian then convened, the letters from the Churches were 
read, and the names of e Delegates enrolled, 

Elder D. Coorenr was hosen Moderator, and Bro. J - Stamps clerk. 

The constitution of this Association, and rulesof decorum were read | 
by the Moderator. * 

Preaching brethren present, not belonging to this body, were invi- 
ted to seats, \ ~ 4 

The following petitiona letters, from Baker's Creek, Hopewell, 
and.Mount Gilead Chu ps were presented by their Messengers, . 
praying for admission into thi ait which were fead, approved, and 
t e right 












he Churches received and of fellowship was given to 
their $, and they were invited to seats, 

Received,a letter of pondence from the Pear] River Associa- 
tion with a bundle of their mi utes, by the hands of their messengers, 
Elders, Jinoren, Braker Etp and Ranpar, who were Cordially re. 
ctived aad invited to partic pate in the business of this meeting. 

Resolved, that.a collecti m be taken, on the Lord’s day, for the ben- 
efit of sister Wek, the widow of our much esteemed brother Wer, 
deceased. ot NS 

Brother Coorer was appointed to write the letter of correspon- 
— to the Mississippi hantciation, and our messenger to bear the 
same. 

Brethren, Mansu and To LINSON were appointed messengers to the 
— River Association, an 7 also to write the letter of correspon- 

nce, a ; ‘ 

Brethren, Bateour and Marsa, with the Moderator~and Clerk, 
were eppcisied a Com ittee of Arrangement. ’ 

thren, Cooren, Manes! and NewLanp were appointed to preach 
on Lord’s day, ; . 

Brother Baiseee ed, and the Association adjourned till Mon- 
day morning 9 o'dlock. . ‘ 

he religions exercises on the Lord’s day were solemn and interest- 
ing, and the effect truly rai The congregation was large, ee- 











\ 


. $ 


riots and devout; many were in tears—the children of God were 
much revived, animated, and comforted; and we can but indulge the 
hope that much good was done. 

On Monday the Association met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer, 
“ by the Moderator: 
The letters of correspondence were called for, read, and approved 
of from the Sarepta Church was read, in which they ask ad 





vice of this Body, in the case of L. ScansorouGu, formerly the minis- 
ter of that church, but now under excommunicaticn, 

The Association appointed Brethren, D. Cooren and J. Burcu, to 
confer with said Church bn the subject. , 

Resolved, that Brother J. Stamps be requested ta attend the Afri- 
can church as oftenas convemen:, and assist them as Clerk, in keep- 
ing a record of the proceedings of said church: 

Brother D. Cooren presented the Association With a circular ad- 


Sree i . 


with a request that it might be published with the minutes of j 
this meeting, which ‘was received, examined, and ordered ’to be 
printed. ; 

TABLE OF THE MINUTES 
OF THE 


Held at the Meeting House of Fellowship Church, in. the county of 
' . Jefferson, on the 4th, 5th and 6th of October, 1828, -' 
(> Names of ordained Ministers in smal? capitals, licensed preachers in italics. 
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Qveny, From the Antioch. ee public transgressions re- 
quire private dealing acc rding to the direction givenin the 18tb of 






Matthew? 





: 





6. 


Answer, We consider the 18th of Matthew ® perfect rule of dis 
ctpline, both in public offences and in private trespass: Neverthes 
less, itis the duty of the of offending brother, in all cases of public 
transgression to come to the Church and make a public confession of 
Dis sin, and of his repentance, tt 

Query, From the African Church.—Is it gospel order fora Baptist 
Church to hold members in fellowship who have married relations 


nearer than Cousins? ’ 





Axewen, We conceive it isnot, when the marriage has taken place _ 


since they became members. 
Query, Prom the Church at Mount Bluff —Is it gospel order fore 
Minister to baptise persons in the bounds of another church, at a dis- 
tance from his restdence, where the Church is furnished “with a Pas- 
tor, without the conseat of such Church or Pastor, when he is inform- 
¢d by the applicants that they do not intend to Join themselves to any 
Church, sat are also,.in favor af open communion? 
Answered in the neyatiy 
The committee for domestics) ‘Mm made their report, which gave 
entire satisfaction. | ’ 
On motion Resolved, That Dp Cooper, J. Burch and E. Flower, 
be continued a committee to Superintend domestic missions in the 
bounds of this Association. Be 
Brethren, J. Burch and E Florrer, were appothted aicommittee to 
*Xamime and audit the Treasurers account. . 


REPORT. 
Amount of cash in the Treasury......; see ene ecco Bl34 43) 
Collections. , Swe GS WEP Rane ON eae KsGl ands ae teeeege F27 BIE 
262 243 
Appropriations for the Jast year 
Paid Wm. Allen.......0. 0). $*4 00 
Paid Robert Weir,......- «|. 85 00 


Paid for printifig Minutes... ...25 00 
Paid D. Cooper, cash advanced , 25 06 


139 00 Pes 139)00 
v s oan fcceaa 
Total ' *$123-943. 


’ h ‘ a ——e 
Brethren, with a view to promote the spiritual interest of the 
Churches, we beg leave to recommend to your serious consideration 
and strict observance, the following practical duties, , 
ist. You are commanded to honor God with your substance; We 
therefore, recommend to gil the Churches to contribute liberally, ag- 
God has prospered you, for the raising a missionary fund, for the pro- 
— of true Feligion and evangelical preaching throughout oyr 
cou ; | ' 
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aid, “A Bishop must be blameless,” and «not gived 
fore, enjoin it on all our preaching Brethren in 
particular, that the be very temperate ‘in the use of ardent spirits, 
and ay ent it will promote their health-and. usefulness. 

3d. You are required to use this world as ‘not abusing it, We 
therefore, recommend toall the members of our Churches to curtail * 
all useles and unnecess. FY expenses, and to apply the savings therefrom 
to pious and useful p i 

4th. Our biessed Lord said, “ask and ye shall receive.” We there, 
fore, recommend to all the Churches of this Association to observe 
one dy in amen as a day of fasting, prayer, and hu- 
miliation before our ; that he may send‘ more faithful labourers 
into his Vineyard, revive his work of grace throughout the 
Churches. And we recommend to each member to meet at a 
throne of Grace eve evening, for the same pu : 

5th. Parents are commanded to bring up their children in the pur 
ture and admonition of the Lord: We therefore, recommend to all 
heads of families to teach their children to respect the Lords day,— 
to read the Holy Sc ptures, and attend the blic worship of God, 
instead of ‘Spending the day im vain and sinful amusements—and to 
instruct their servan in the knowledge of the Gospel to the best of 
their ability, | 

6th. We recomme 
Sunday schools be 
where it may be 








that prayer meetings be encouraged, andj that — 

i ar in all the Churehes and congregations 

icable, 

iy “Neglect not the assembling yourselves to- 

re, recommend to al) destitute Churches to meet 
r—read the word of God—sing his raises—pray with and 

for each other, stir up one another to love | good works, that they 


may receive a blessing. 
When thou goest to the house of God let thy 


8th. Soloman saye 
words be few, . 
Resolved therefore, that we consider all light, vain, and worldly 
Conversation, when you assemble at the House of God, sinful, and 
very unbecoming the professed followers of the Holy Jesus, Instead 


of idle Conversation, your time should beemployed in devout medita- 
tion and fervent rayer, 


And we do believe, that if Christians Would wait on the Lord i nthe 
faithfa) discharge of their rN should soon experience a reviving 
i | 


and hatter Le from his 'Y presence, « 
Resolved, That the remature death of our much esteemed Broth- 
er the Re » has filled our hearts with deep felt sorrow 


touched with a liyi coal from the alter of God; his heart.was 
filled with that charity which ig without dissimulation—the glory of 
si _ ne alvation of souls was all his theme. A 
rother D. Cooper is appointed our messenger to the Mississippi 
ptist State Convention, _ And, also appointed to write a letter of 


‘Correspondence to the Louisiana Association, 








8 


also'to preach the next Session Sermon, and in case of failure, 
rother W. Balfour. ' ; 

Resolved, that the next Association be held at Union Church, in 
Hinds County, ov the first Saturday in October 1829. 

Resolved that Brother D. Cooper be appointed to superintend the 
printing and distributigy six hundred copies of these Minutes, antl to 
‘draw on the Tireagurer'to meet the expenses. 

Brother Slorumd prayed, and the Association adjourned. 


i Brother S| Marsh is appointed to write the next Circular Address, 





Ts all that love| our Lord Jesus Christ, and keep the commandments of Gag 

Greeting. 

“Respected Brethren and Friends: 

In the Prien ib Circular, we propose froth the best authority— 
from facts whith cannot be denied, toset forth the ordinance of 
Christian Bapti¢m as it was originally understood und practised, in the 
firstand second centuries of the Christian era. ‘ 

Weenteru the discharge of this duty with much pleasure, be- 
heving the subjdct to be one of noerdinary interest, apon the proper 
administration if which the happiness of individuals, of society ip 
general, and of\the| Church of \God, in particular, are deeply con- 
cerned. boy . 

We are appriged that this has long been p subject of controversy 
among the disciples of our blessed Lord ; that splendid talents, untiring 
zeal, and indefatigable research have been employed u this sab- 
ject, and that christians are «till much divided as ta the scriptural 
mode, and who aré the proper subjects of Christian Baptism. 

It will be our object to prove that Immersion is the aly scriptural 
mode, and Believers the ouly proper subjects of this ordinance, This 
we shall do, not by! perplexing your minds with learned criticisms, in- 
genious speculations or sophistical arguments, calculated to bewilder 
the understanding, obscure the truth, and lead the reader into error; 
but by an accurate and faithful statement of facts,easy to be under- 
stood, and always satisfactory to the pious aha honest ingujrer: 

Here it will be proper to reniark, that baptism is a positive institu 
tion of God, peculiar to the Gospel dispensation, and has no connexion 
with the rite of cirg¢umfision, the ceremonial purification of the Jews, 
nor Pagan lustration. \ But it isan ordinance peculiar to the New 
Testament, and thérefore, all the infallible information we have on 
this subject, is derived from the New Testament. 

As Baptism is a positive institution, it must have a positive mean- 
ing; to baptize, therefore, is to perform a particular and specific act. 
It does not mean to sprinkle water, to pour water, or to immerse in 
water indifferently. ‘There is certainly no’analogy between scatted 
ing water in drops, which is to sprinkle; and immersing a body in 
water which isto baptige, 
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* by the Apostles, notwith’s 
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It would seem ee are three things necessary to the essence of 


Christian Baptism, 
ay a duly qualified. 

tent believer, .3. That he 
the Father, and of thp 
of this, we cannot re 





en 


these y 'ews, viz: that f mmersion 


ers the only proper subjce 
tory of the Divine Ins itu 


Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 


hat the ordinance should be administered by 
2. That the person baptized should be a peni- 
should be immersed in water, in the name of 
‘Ahy thing short 
Christian ‘Baptism, In confirmation of 
is the only scriptural mode, and beliep. 
4s, We invite your serious attention to the his- 
fe, as it is recorded in 1 e New Testament, 


ise as 


which must be adynittad and received as the Christians guide. 


We conceive that hh 
clusive and satisfaetory gn 
nance of God, , 

imimerston, upon a pro 
that itlwe 


with thpt 


in Christ Jesus: 
tially the same 


Matt, 


In’ thse days came John the baptist, 
wilderness of Judea, |@. 


lowing testimony does prove in: 
‘nner, that the baptism of John 


a most con- 
was an ordi- 


peculiar to the Gospel dispensation; that it was performed 


fession of repentance towards ‘God and faith 
is the same with ( ‘hristian 
‘Baptism, whi 
tanding all that has been said to the contrary, 
preachipg ig the 
And saying repent ye for the kingdom of 


heaven-is at hand,  §, Then went out to hum Jerusalem and all Judea, 
and all the region round about J ordan,\and/were all baptized of him in 
. 


Jordan, confi sing their|s 
sees and S ddlicn =, come 
Hon of vipers, who hath |W 

Bring forth therefore] f 


y 
comest thou Jo me? “Hk 
Straightway out of the w4 
this 


beginning of the Gospel | 


Jesus trom Gallilee to a a witlo John, 


But John forlpid him, si 


is MV beloved son: in 
baptize in the wilderness 
ssionof sins. §.;A 
and they of Jerusalem, 


fem 


Jordan, 


d then went out unto hj 
p 


confi 8 ing thein 


ins, 7. But when he saw many of the Phari- 
to his baptism, he said unto them, O genera- \ 
arned you to flee from the wrath to come?— 
Tulls inpet for repentance. 13. Then cometh 
to be ‘baptized of him. 14, 
ing, 1 have need- to be baptized of thee; and 
. Aud Jesus when he was baptized went up 
ter. 17. And.Jo'@ voice from heaven, saying, 
whem, Jam well pleased. Mark ji, 1. The 
f Jesus Christ the son of God.’ 4. John did 
ind preach the baptism -of repentance for the 
all the fand of Judea 
and were all baptized of him ia the river of 
sea. 8: J indoed ‘have baptized you with 





Water: but yeshall be baj 
to passin those days, the 
Was baptized of Jobn in 
of the water, he say tthe 
scending upon him. 


Luke iii. 


Mized with the Holy Ghost. 9, And it came 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
ordag. 10.’ And straiphtway coming up out 
aven§ opened, and the, Spirit<like a dove de- 
ui. 3. And he (John) came into all the 






Country abont\ Jordan, pre; ching.the baptism of repentance for the re- 


Mission of .sins. 


be baptized of hia. O g 


flee from the wrdth to comd? 


pentance, 12. Then can 


him, master What shall wé do? 


baptized, it came to pass 
the heaven Wis opened, 

ly shape, like a dové upo 
thou art my beloved Son; 


7.1 Then said he to 


the multitude that came ‘forth to 
qneration of vipers? who hath warned you to 
Bring forth, therefore, fruits worthy of re- 
¢ also publicans to be baptized, and said unto 
21. Now when all the people were 
ythat Jesus also being baptized, and praying, 


22. And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodi- 


n.him, and‘a voice from heaven- which said, 
in thee lam well pleased. John ‘i, 25, And 
A, 





they asked him: (Jokn) 


oO 
thou be not that| CY ° he 
things were do; dia Bet t \ ] 


zing. T! 


> 
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Px diy Johp seeth Je 





they baptize tn a Mr, ra bath ora. Poal 





him, why b 





zest thou then, if 
het? 20. These 
1 was bapti- 


aypt: 
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* 


rthat] 


] if 
| rd n, wher Johr 





n scoming unto him, and sayeth 5 
behold the 1. mb Gredy which 't \ “sin of the world, — 
St. And I knew hip not qth hon thade manifest to Terae 14 
therefore, am I cctnd | ¥ with v 3—4. And Tknew him 
not: but he ifspat y » bd with Water, the same said unto me, 
upon whom thon hal e thelsnint dex i l remaining on him, 
the same is he, whilcl| bavith the Holy « \nd I saw.gind 
bear word t th} he Somat (rod. John ai, 22 After these 
things came Jest and his dise| lind of Jud and that he 
tarned with them ind tized = 854 A John was baptizing in 
Enon near to Sule. deca { neck water there: and they 
came, and were bh ppriz Pon Je Tinto prison, 26. 
And they e } lo Jk . { f Rabbi, he ¢ if was with 
thee bey nd Jord Th, fe | u beare t the same bap- 
tizeth, and all menico my J 1. 2. When thes fore, the 
Lort knew how thé Phar ! Tests ‘made and baptized 
more dise uy lest] nV { J Ls) t, but his disei- 
ples,) Ach 1 5 R rJ { ! ter: but ye shall be 
| uptide dv fh the AT } Cahost 21-—2,. Where- 
fore of t eSt¥ymen wiiel t thiat Lord Jesus 
went in and ont am} | nol John unto the 
sam day that he was thken .m bea iad to be a witness 
with us of his resurrects Akt oH, 6. And he said unto 
them, unto what the Q were ye bp ’ Aud they s id, unto John’s 
baptism. Then said Paul. J My verily baptized with the baptism of re- 
pentance, saving uwhto phy ould belie ve on hin, 
Which should ¢ veri g? er |} q ‘ ( t Jesy Whe n they 
heard this th ¥ were bay lin} ‘Lord Je SUS, . 
We have how, Deaf Brr whad yon the history of John's 
laptism, as related by the for; { | l quoted the most impor- 
tant passages that reg t i] the following frets are 
clearly establishé 1 First, Thiet I sm of. JGhn wag Z 
the beginning of} the Gr loft J (; 7 1of Cod Mark? > all 
1. 2. Second ]y. That J \ “a act t nT ster this ordj- \ | 
nance, hay ng received. authority froin | » Jolin j . Thirdly, 3" 
That John’s baptism was AMON IN wate lor it is said, that all 
the people of Juglea, l they of Jerus % Were baptizedeof John in "4 
the rirer of Jord im con Ver sins, Mark i. 5, Ay d that Jesus 
was also, baptizeil of J Jordon. Theret weeomehude,'it must 
have been by Hnrbersioy Indeed, we « thelieve t} ithe sacred his. ; 
toran would hate -xaid they acre} tptrzed Iw the river\ Jorilan. and - 
eame up wT of Wee wort tl rot immersion ber n the moile. To sup- ‘ 
pose that s Ikhin 2 or 7 ry Dsed b Jobre for baptism, would he ™ 
opposed to the pliiinest dictates f comnon sense ; tnd contrary to the 
universal practica of ! ©, Who- use , Jitie ‘jn baptism, For’ ike; 
neither go down \into the water, nor gon, 


Up oul ot the wafer, nor do 
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Fourthly. John required of the peop la, who came to his baptism, re- 


pentance towards God, fai th ix Christ Hesus, and fruits meet for re- 
porta e. None but uch Wot Vd} 


u He baptize the con dition was linpe ra- 
Wve, tbat withont it the | desconan OF Abraham were rejected as a 
“veneration of vipers,” utte ily Infit for this holy ordinance, and; un- 


Worthy a place in the kinedom of de Messiah, ‘The axe is now laid to 


the root of the trees: and every tree which rate . not oe the good 
fruit, is hewn down and cx St.into the fire.. Matt : HL 7, 8,9, 10. 


After a careful ex: amination, we {eel fully ae a fe say, that we 
have seen nothin: fiunthe tour Gospels, that cither directly or indirec tly 


favors infant baptist 2 nothing that justifies infant sprinkling or infant 
unmersion, But weare told that J wine bap. Mm Was not christian bap- 
fism; that it was quite a different thing 


v,and intended to answer a very 
ditierent pury ose, And that Jesus himself nor his Apostle s never re- 


ceived chris stian bapti me, abt lie ugh’ the Ay shes admit stered the ord)- 


nance both before and after the rn nrrection of our Saviour, Thoig hit 
is conceded that John did not baptize iafiits—that his baptism was re- 
stricted toadults, and that he required a potsonal confession of repen- 
Apost les pntsued a very dif- 


lay d penitent believe rs, but their 
infant children also. ON, Well thes. grat IS Re 


lance, and faithitn Jesus: yet 
: re 4 } 
fereut course, baat 31 iil 


‘ ~Pescrtions, in our opih- 
lon, qtire pro h and | C\er 1 ove neo, those that hole l the af- 
firmatue are bound to ¢ , pitas, which, here tufore, has never 
been acvoupl shed, s 

We have'stated above Jolin’. baptism, and that adlininist®red by 
the Apostles were os<en ily th une, and will now introduce some 
Jaets. iin supportol t Position, 

First, Wisevident t Johu'’s minis ry anal baptism did not+be long 


to the former d spensation or the kingdom of th Mesiah. It iss said» by 
Matk.i. 1. to be the be nning af the Gos pr otic: hrist, the son-of 


God. And by Luke. xiv. 16, The la pand the prophets were until John; 
since thattime the al#tedoin f God IS prea h d. Vl refore, ;we con- 
clude, that Joha’s | piism el npysto the G Sp | te fx usationy and has 
nothing ta do with the old « enant, Phi Ais ¢ Peteradateestho | mblic 
ministry of our Saviors snd t 


religious and christian course of his dis. 
ciples, as commencone wi the bapusm, which Jolin preached, Acts i. 


<1, 22.. Actsx. ou. Moat word Tsay ye know which was published 
throughout all-Judea, and miiom Galilee, affer the baptism which 
John preached, "Plu ‘yi do sntistion given by Peter, that John’s bap- 
tism was aholished, tay how [ io gl ad Lee instituted, (or that 
there was any, dierence | ween Jdhirs baptism and the haptistn of 


Clirist by his Apostles) daring the muivintty of John. Nor did our Sa- 


Viour intimate to iis disciples afiet bus fesurrection, when Je enlarged 
their cominission, wid sad unto Chem aio ye. therefore, and teach all 
bations, baptizine thicua ip tye hame ot the Father, and o idee Son, and 


of the Holy Ghost tigi tuey were tu administer aney baptism—difler- 


ent from that, Wiieh Uiey hh; dy iycd—dith rent from that, which he 


hiad received | hunself at the han teat Joh My, and which he’acknowle dged 


~Wwasa pare of ‘that y Hlecousness, it was his dut y to fulfi ll. If the ‘re be 
‘any dit rence betwee A the Davationy , Loby and (¢ 


Christian haptism, it 

















’ , }2 2 
must either be in the form of words ¢mployed by John in the admin; tention 
of the ordinance, or that the baptism of John was confined to the Je 
and that the Apostles after the r surrection of, Clirist: were ecm ick 

@ to teach all nations. Ifthe latter will destroy the unity of their bapusm, 
it will also destroy the unity ofthe Gospel, which was preached before 
and after the resurrectiog of our Lord. For, previous to his resurrection, 
the ministry of the Apostles was strictly confined to the land of Isricl, 

If there is any difference in the form of words employed by John, it 
lies upon those, who de ny that his was Christian baptisin, to shew what 
form of words he did use; in what name he did baptize, and wherein 
Christian baptism differed from that, which John eadmin tered, We 
are induced to believe that Jolin baptized in name of the Trit ty, the ve 


name in which, our Saviour commanded hjs disc iples to baptize, just 
fore he ascended to glory. If John did not baptize,in the name ot 
Father, by whom, he was sent; if the name of thé Son, for who 
came to prepare a people, and whose name he came-to + nounee; and in 


the name of the Holy Ghost, which he saw ina bod ly shapé, like a dove, 
resting on the Saviour; and with which, they were t 


O be baptized not mar y 
° days afterwards, In whose name, can it be pre sumed, he d; i IPLIZe Qo 
But fortunately, the Apostle had not lett us entire lv to our own cConjer 
tures upon this subject; but assures us, that Jolin baptized in one of ah 
names of the Trinity, Acts MX, 5. Then suid Paul. John wise p 
tized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto th people, that they 
should ‘believe on him Wlach should come after him, that is, on Chnet 
Jesus. , 

The agreement between the baptism whieh John preached and Chris, 
lan baptism, is so exact aad complete in all thy ir ¢ nial pots, that 
we are compelled to consider them as one and the same,» Both \ uu 
tended as a line of demarcation to distinguish between the « ibjects: of 

‘ Christ's kingdom and this world— both, were Ppenenned by imiversion in 


water—in both, the candidates for 
trnes of Chnist—in both re peatance and faith were required, a ¢ 
ion of sin, ahd a renunc lation of the pomp and vanity of the world: 
bath, we are taught the necessity of death “andar surrection 
unto a new life of faith and | oly obedience—in bo h, the ordinance y 
performed in the name of the Tninity, in whi h, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit were exlubited as the objects of the believers In faith 
And in both, the death, bunal, and resurre< hon of our blessed Redes In- 
er were emblematic lly ur Cloped, and also thre resurrection of ail the 
Saints at the last day. 
Although it is Unanimods| 
adults, and that hiy baptis 


baplism Were brst. tuught the Lon 


UNTO Sin, ane 


as 


¥ conceded that John baptized hone ‘but 


M was by imimersion. ny, Crthbeless, it ‘is 
tended by a Strange construction of x ripture Apostles baptized . 
infants, Toascertain Whether this Position can be « lished, ites he- 
Cessary that we should Caretully retrace the hist, Of baptism tr mm and 
after the day of Penticost. Here, we Would remark, that the thre« (hous- 
and added to the church on that day,'were all ad; Its—penitent beliey- : 
} ers, who cried for mercy—inguired what they should @ recetved the ; 

f word gladly, and Continued steadfastly an the Apostles’ doctrine and : 

fellowship, in breaking of bread, and)in Prayers, Acts it. 37.38, 44. 42 4 


i 
: 
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up ow Of the iat, r, and the Bunue! Went on his wey re 


13 

The first Christian church at Samaria, was composed of believing 
mu nd women, Who had been taught and baptized hy Philipgy Acts 
% 12. ‘Lhen Philip Went down to the « Hv of Sama 
ed Christ unto the m. But when they believed Philip preaching the things 
concernmy the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesns Christ 

were baptized both men and women, , 
SY. Paul; the Ethiopian Eunuch, 


Na, and preach- 


; they 
CoOmelins, and his {ric nds, the jailor 
and | s household, Lydia and her Nousehold, and thre housefiold§ of 
Stephanus, were all behevers In Christ Previous to the Ir bant sm. In- 
decd, trom the history of baptism fiven by the Apostles, we hate no rea- 
1 to-behieve, that ny ¥ were baptized without & profess, j 
for sin, and faith tn Christ, , Refi Tring to ¢ ‘orgelins and hts trends, it 
‘is said, Acts x, 44. G7, While Peter yor 2 
ine Jesus Christ) the Holy Ghost fell on ail therb whieh je rd the word, 
Por they heard them speak wif), tongues and m;: mify Gad, 
wered Teter, can any man fothid water, that these shor 


{ S101 
f 1 


1, which have received the Holy GJ ostias 


ni ol re | ntance 
hes#® words -(Concern- 


Then an- 

ld not be bap- 
well as we, 

In thy history of the Kuni hy bor! ¢] mode of bape 


“mm, and the qual. 
9 / 


io) 
And Pj ip said, if thou belteve t with all thins heart, thon lavest, 
And he answered, and giid, b belicve thae Jesus Christ IS the son of Giod, 
And he commanded the Chariot tostand ill: and t 


fictions of the subject, are apecifically explained, “Acts 1.35, 36,37, 

. “Then Philip opened bow mouth and beoan et the « Ine scripture, 
( hthe Eunueh had been reading) and preached unto him Jesus.— 
\nd is they wenton thet; Way, they came to a cet uno water: and the 
Vanuch stid, see. here 1S Wales; what doth hinder Me to be baptized? 


ey went down, hy th 

tito the wat r, both Phil P and ¢| Ruruch: and] baptized him And 

WHEN TOY Were come up or of the 1 alee, ile Spirit of the Lord « Lug) et 

¥. Plulip, and the Eunuch say lite no mere, aid he went on his w ly 
eine 


blere we have th following facia w thy of > 1. T! 


he Eunuch 





he }4Ous proselyte, who had the nhoup at Jorusslory lo worship, 2, 
lulip taveht him We things concer ing the knfodom of Cod and of 
Jesus Christ, wh hh hy believed, aud reanested | pusin, 3, P} ip de- 
manded an ¢ xpheit deg laration of Les ¢ thin Christ. BY Munuch 
tel, f beheve that Jesus Christ’ js the Sy nof God, 5. They both 
went, down i} lo the a ter, and Phil p ! ADUized lt In, 6. They. } oth can 


This shows already how Philiiy catlersso Md the instimute of ( “istian 

* ‘yy 6 . t s 
baptism, Phe advocates for infant eprinkly Q, admit that ini on is 
baptism and that belevers are propeP sa biecis. But hey contend that 


\ 
the chal lren « E bebr Ving pure Nts’should be bay (Medals s Gerivinag 
. ! 


iufl ority for tl ePpRchee frog the | yp ‘ma ol } 


and the jailorand hj i} houschold, kia fone of trump! nt Once 
they affirm, thaa tants were} puized by Paul and Sil. sy amd: that the 
eS"imanv amennys almost tO povitire pre of. Sei r ale ly ol 

CHULCTEnE ay Hh, We slinlF he re jomM ISSUO, Cart) iv Seer} I pets, 
and see wy ther the y¢ rdict be in fey, Prof infint o¢ ; HL bey ie 
Act ONL Td, 15. And a certain women named Ty Pry a seller of 


purjve, of the city of Hyatira, which Worsh:p God, hea: 





heart the Lord o . t 
spoken of Paul. And | j Ha 
\V ! t ‘ 


the commission, fhe that 1 But wikit docs TF car 
that he hose old « “tsted- i ¢ en of rown persons ¢ Before 
answerthg this question, Would observe, that there are four things, 
whicle the Ped Yptis q! i a > »~ OF K} thee at ruiuents 
founded on the pis ot ik ia d her aehold, \ Hh fall to the 
sround., 1 That hy } ned. 2. That had clildren (hen 
viataney. 3. ‘I ' en were then rhe at Philipp. 4 
That such ¢ { vy be i LB a ow ‘ rt 
cd t P 4 < 1 ay i en 
that sve had iV t \ ’ l | or t { any h 
helonved to ow | tos w that her ~ 
hold did not consist of uflunts ults, who cipable of a 
saiating her ik. DuMneae: 4 wa ; { Christ 
} y Paul & & ‘ t y J and of y ' dos 
coral } ale ‘ L » 1 ; } ‘ feo é all uM 
fions, bap we them, « ve 8 a on y tive f t, 
that when Paujand & relegecd Hom m7 yentered tito 
the house ot Lywa, “ they tag , moar ¢ fort 





brethren, W 10 re ¢ lower t | ‘ at > § 4 
posing the hotschokd ot Lydia, which had pr n baptized 
be « 1a } s i roerit { 
tention, m as micha t tpier « tito tuin Ul linge 4 us 
of infant baptism Nets vy lee t Zon tot it Vets And 
at mida P land > - . al . y pra 31 o God and : 
prisoners heard them \ dae e Was a vreat eart quake, so 
that the foundat of t wore @linke reyes tely alltthe 
doors were openc™, hands re d And the keeper 
of tne pl I Nii sicay, aft ' nie | B TS OPH, 
he drew out 2 4 | \ ila e hen { \ no the 
prisoners Lid n Paul cried hard ying. do 
thyseik ho I bul vers { \ ( 1 i bigiat, nd 
sprang im, and Gun down betore Pautand Silas.— 
And b i ~ ¥ ae} doto be saved? And 
t \ 1, 4 ; Je ( * ' ; I wed 
1 thy \ > Larria t 1 Lore dto 
b iat Ww t A wet at Uhh 
t, iy tle Ma wen i a5 ; i ! i ul 
way \ ‘ 1 i ttheur auto ti ’ i 1 be 
fore thet na ¢ ( “ “7 tr | 4. Ww . 
rh ve inte ‘ tof the cove if , i his 
hoase, so f } nh pro if sinus couct ( Hyst 
it, hat th ’ wn I w ; more 
mature age, who had been t lbv thet | ‘ ly de- 
’ monstrated by the follo { 14 iy t them 
outof the prison into | . | reat nv of hil 
ed what he should do to garye ce! > Paul and Sikas sp into dim 
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the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 3. And he 
took’them the Same hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was 
baptized, he and all luis str ughtway, I, {fer they were baptized, he 
brought them into his house ae im, and set meat before) them, and re- 
Joiced, believing in Grod with kA his honsé. Itis easy to perceives that 
Infunts are not includedsin this account, "The werd of the Lord was 
addressed to them all—all believed ty and rejoiced in ther belief. All 
were capable of comprehending the sole mn and sublime truths disclosed 
by the Apostle s—ol listening tO thar exhy iflons, and profiting by 
their counse ls, Suc Kling babe. are tne ip blot this—the v cannot be 
addressed ‘in the languaye of reason or arcument, The inference may 
be fairly drawn that onthe occ ton alluded to, buptism was performed 
hy tmomne rston, One thit + ecertain: they were not baptized jn the’ 
prison ‘nor in’ th fiilors house, which ac doubt: would have been the 
case had Paul and Silas believed and- practised as pedo-baptists do, 

It is evident ‘there were no children baptized that belonged to the 
house of Stephanus: acts vie 155 16. Ye know the house of Ste! 
phanus, that it is the first fruits of Ac hula, and that they have addicted, 
themselves to the WiMIStry of the Saints, That ye submit yourselves 
unto such, and to cy, Y one that helpeth with Us, ahd laboureth, But 
should we admit ‘that (HOT e were infants be lonzine to some of these 
house-holds, it will hot follow asa hecessirv Consequence, that they must 
have been baptized, Itis y Ho known that the we rd house or household 
does not necessarily emrg SS SCry Meniber of the funily. In Joh lV. 
53, it is sud, the Noll man a se sonour Saviour hie aled, believed, 
and al] his house. It there were any Infants be lonving to his house, we 
know they did Not, nor could not bel; ve, and. therefore, were not inclu- 
ded in the behevine houschold. In i, Sam 1, 21, 22. we are told the 


man Elkanah and yl! dis Souse, Went ip to offer upto the Lord the year- 


ly sa®rifice and | Vows bat Hnnah wen nhotup: forshe sald unto her 


hitsband, E will not Fe upuntit the child be weaned. He nee, although 
Itis said the mulorand all dis house, and Lydia and all her houschold 
Were baptized, it does not follow that children were inc luded, and we are 
Positive fromthe facts st ited, that none were baptized but such as be- 
licred the Grospel, A conditi MoWwilh which, infants at the breast can 
not comply, 

Theadvocates for infant sprinkling she nstantly bringing the follow- 
Ing passa ce tssullicient authority to jy nity thelr practice, Patthew' NIX, 
MW. 15.) But ded’us said ¢ ier litte children to « ome unth me and for- 
bid them not, for suc his the kingdom of h wen, And he laid his hands 
on them and de parted, ; 

Surely they might with asmuch propriety firce the history of- Noah 
and family entering anto the ark,or of Hac ir with her bottle of water 
and her surly son Ashinael, to prove that infants should be baptized and 
adinitted dinto the! Gospel] Charch. | The above text has nothing todo 
with Christian baptism either directly. op indirecily, Were these little 
children brought to our Say iour for tlie Purpose of being baptized? Did 
he baptize them, or commana dis disc ples to baptize them? If neither 
ly nor Iris disciples baptized the m, we know not by what; mode df rea- 
only, infant baptisin can be Supported from the above text. No forced 


, 
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construction of languiz »no distortion of facts, and no metaphysical 
leogerdemiin can estab Isha point so foreign to the real me ining: of the 
‘ ] . | Rel emer Ji said sulk Lathe € uildren to come unto 

i His hands on them, and blegsged thy m, and departed,— 
l memorable passige indeed, proves infint salvation, and that wi h 


“rod, Shéyare saved without bap ism. - But we a&k is 


1 e anv eommand oer exampk posith ‘or negative, in the New Tes- 
tament fF. ne wn ious babes? Are we justifiable in bapfi- 


ig th Without either command or example? In the language of 


¢ learned Tertullam ore wo ld say, suifer little ¢ hildren to edu 
m, clothe them, take care of t! em, instruct them, bring them up 
Nitional the bord, aed When the y know what baptism mes 
‘ ‘ te 
‘We rep too much conSfence in thy. humility, plety, zeal, and fide] 


tv of the apostles to su pose jt possible for the mH, erther to change the 





ord God or adtmia stes-bapt sm to children without his ce 
m. nd As we discover heer? Command nor ex mn) les in the New 
Pestaméat forth prockce, We must conclude that ho such custom was 
k: whitot ( hurehe sin thed vs of the A poste 4, that ' onginated in 
t Story of ig quity at sone later périod,and must therefore be enu 
m ed aim ns tie traditions and com lahndiments of men. 
But itis « 1, that baupiisin is a non-essential, and that it is perfect], 
Livyemate Whesdier it be performed by sprinkl ng, pouring or immersion, 
Migtit it t idged with aemu bh propriety. that tisentirely immateral 
PCROMMG 2tall: whether \ Ket » the coinma dments of 
a ty ther we hold (ys: be things we } Eve re ‘iged ind wh ther we 
Walk d de »#ad not ater the tr aithons wt ch the churches received 
fromthe Ap tles? Ng! St. Paul charges the Chur hes at Thessalo-. 
I ha mget solemn wanner, «in the nme ofthe, Lord Je sus to with 
} d ef th CVery Such dia rderly brother, y . hes, hl 6, Do we 
| hid iv t 2? ihn tue word of Crod al NON-C&L¢ nttals in re] ion, a 
fern which has become so f miliarin this polite and fashionabl ace -of 
t ( I ? Wi Pri Slik sca dan tT y ol 
. ( would have been Construed as treas able to the laws of 
( and rebellion against | § supreme authority. If reps tain for 
Si? if at] 1 Jesus Are «Ss ial -to saly tion, ) is Christ 1 | ptism 
c tink toa life ef Cn :* dier e.and the an wer of good con. 
€ towards Gaad. If it h posmble for any thing connecte L with 
the cuties of re ligion to be non-essential, they may certamly be re lected 
mapunnity and without sin, We ther fore, leave it te those that 
tal bout KOR-CasCRIiabe 1), say which ol the commands of our Lord, 
tiey can either abolisn modify or discly Y, Without lncuring his dj 
p! ire Will ne say to t se Who refuse Obedience to his laws, be- 
< sat t “are Not Cssent(al] to saly itiom, “well done, thou good nad 
fix il ser t, thon hast. her i fiithfal over a few things, J Will make 
th ru onge many th ze?” No! his langnage sy “he that shall 
break one ot the least of these e¢ mimands and te ch men sa, shal] be 
called the least in the kinsdem of heaven.” . 
But the covenant of CHcumcision seems to be the aye nue through 
Wich some of the advocates for infant baptism, when driven from all 
: 


+s 


lav 
cur 





gical 
the 


unto 


Lig 


+} 


4,18 


eof 





soli > 


17° 


their other intrenchments, endeavour to secure their retreat; tho 
many among them reject that mancavre: Indeed the great division 
of opinion among the supporters of that system, in their method of 
maintaining it, is no small evidence of its falibility and weakness,— 
In vain'do we attempt to draw any argument from this source, involy- ; 
ing jas it does desperate consequences highly pernicious to christian 


ticular. Infant baptism founded on the covenant of circumcision 
strikes at the very root of the spirituality of Christ's kingdom, and 
ingraft at once, a nation into the church without the sniallest regard 
to religious qualifications, : 

The following facts in reference to the covenant of circumcision, 
are worthy of notice. 1, There never was any person baptized in 
consequence of being lineally descended from Abraham. Of this we 
are certain, for John the Baptist refused to baptize the Pharasees and 
Sadducees, because they had no better claim than being the children 
of Abraham, Matt. iii, 7, 9. 2. Neither did Jesus Christ, John 
the Baptist, nor any of the apostles ever say that baptism was substi- 
tuted in the room of circumcision, or that baptism is a seal of the 
covenant of grace. Neither do they any where intimate that the 
children of believing parents should be baptized because the natural 
children of. Abraham were entitled to circumcision. Had they 80 
understood it, it is to be presumed from the nature of things, that they 
would somewhere have explained it, when they had continual diffi- 
culties and contentions with the Jewish converts on acccount of cir- 
cumcision. The first council held in the church at Jerusalem which 
was composed of the Apostles, Elders and brethren, was convened 
on this very subject. And St. Paul in almostall his epistles shows 
how much trouble the Judeizing teachers gave him, and the churches 
among the Gentiles, about circumcision, But not one sentence has 
ever been written by his inspired pen. showing even by implication, 
that baptism was instituted in the room of circumcision, and that it is 
a seal of the covenant of grace. On the contrary, in his epistle to the 
Galations he has clearly demonstrated, that the unbelieving children 
of Abraham are entitled to no exclusive privileges under the Gospel 
dispensation. They are not authorized to claim the promises, which 
God made. to Abraham, unless they have the faith of Abraham, and 
surely the unbelieving. children of believing parents, among the 
Gentiles, are excluded. 3. The covenant of Grace and the covenant 
of circumcision, are not one and the same covenant, The covenant 
of grace as stated in the 12th chapter of Genesis, was the promise 
of mercy and salvation, in Christ, to Abraham and his spiritual chil- 
dren of all nations. This ‘is the Gospel which God preached unto 
Abraham, saying’ in thee shall nations be blessed, Gal. iii 8, Now 
to Abraham and his seed were the promises made, and this covenant 
was confirmed of God in Christ, 430 years before the giving of the 
law at Sinai, and about twenty-five years before the covenant of cir- 
cumcision mentioned in the 17th. chap. of Genesis, Jesus Christ has 
published the whole law—he bes broken down the wall of partition 
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between Jews and Gentiles... He has removed all the rites and cere- 
monies of the Jewish econony, and nailed them to his cross, He has 
annulled all distinction between Jews and Greeks, bond and free, male 
and female: For, says St, Paul, ye are all one. in Christ Jesus. For 
ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For. as man 


of you as have been baptized unto Christ have put on Christ. There’ 


is neither Jew nor Greek, theré is neither bond nor free, there is 


neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if 


promise. Gal. iii, 26—29. - 
In the words of the Rev. Mr. Merril, we would say, that the legi- 
timate consequences w hich follow upon the supposition, that the sub- 
jects of baptism are-to be determined from the subjects of _circumcis- 
ton are: ¥. "That every man who is converted to the Christian reli- 
gion is to be baptized, and all his household, though he may have 
three hundred and seventeen trained soldiers borp‘in his house, Not 
only are these soldiers to be baptized, but their wives, children, and 
all the servants, who belong to this great man’s house, A thousand 
infidels are to be baptized, because one great man, their master is 
christianized. 2. These soldiets with their why es, children, and ser. 
vants, are all to be considered and treated as church members or as 
being’ in covenant. 3. And the consequence is, the adults among 
these, and among all others, who are baptized, are not only to be ad- 
mitted to the communion, but required to come. | ask could such a 
communion‘be called the communion of Saints? One great and good 
man with hundreds of unconverted servants. 4. All who have been 
baptized and have not for misdemeanors been expelled the church, 
have a right to baptism for there children, and (according to the Pe- 
do-baptists) no man can forbid them, 5. Another consequence is, 
notwithstanding Christ “tys “my kingdom is not of this world” yet 
the regulations were such as strongly tended to make it of this world, 
and that abundantly so, 6. Another consequence is that many learn. 
ed and pious ministers ares inconsistent|with themsely és, in requiring 
of persons baptized in infancy, a profession of experimental religion 
as the terms of communion, It was not) sin Israel. 
other consequence is, it doth so far as it hath its perfect work, destro 
the very idea of a Gospel Church, contradict {he prophets, and make 
Pail and others, speak not the truth, and throws.no back to the state 
of the Jewish Church. ‘ 
_ Brethren and | Friends: Having clearly vestablished by arguments 
fairly drawn from New. Testament facts, that, believers are the onl 
Proper subjects for baptism, and immersion the only scriptural mode, 
we might here have concluded our circular, But believing, that 
few historical facts in confirmation of our-views will be both pleasing 
and edifying, We will now present you a faithful description of the in. 
stitute of Christian Baptism as it was understood and practised in the 
first and second centuries of the christian era, as given by men of dix: 
tinguished character, ayd eminent talents. Our first quotation is from 
the Edinburgh Encyclopedia, an authority to which, our Pedo-baptist 
friends cannot reasonably olyect ——. As the reviewers, who 


ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abrahams seed, and his according to the 
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compiled: this valuable work Were not baptists, they cannot be said to 
be prepossessed in our favor. But they had candor enough to ac- 
knowledge a fact, what history told them it was vanity to dispute. 

In vol. iii. p. 236 of the Edinburgh*Encyclopedia, it is said that 
“Baptism in the Apostolic age, was performed by immersion, The 
circumstances recorded concerning the adminstration of baptism are 
incompatible with sprinkling. Had a small quantity of water been 
sufficient, the inspired historian would never have said, that John bap- 
zed in the river Jordan and in Enon, because there was much water 
there. The administrators and the subjects of baptism are always 
described as descending into the water, and again, as ascending out 
of it. When Paul affirms that we are buried with Christ in baptism 
and raised again, he not’ only alludes to immersion, but upon any other 
supposition, there would be no propriety in the metaphor, he employs, 
It is impossible to mark the precise period when sprinkling was intro. 
duced. It is probable, however, that it was invented in Africa, in the 
second century in favorof Clinics, But it was so far from being ap- 
proved of by the church in general, that the Africans themselves, did 
not account it valid. The first law for sprinkling: was obtained in 
the following manner, Pope Stephen iii, being driven from Rome 
by Astolphus, king of the Lombards in 753, fled to Pepin, who, a short 
time before, had usurped the throne of France. While he remained 
there, the Monks of Cressy in Brittany consulted him, whether in a 
case of necessity, baptism performed by pouring water’on the head of 
the infant, should be lawful ; Stephen replied tha@it would. But 
though thé truth of this fact should be admitted, which some of the 
Catholics deny, yet pouring or sprinkling was only admitted of ne- 
cessity. It was not {ill 1311, that the Legislature in a council held 
at Ravena, declared immersion or sprinkling to, be indifferent, In 
this country (Scotland) however, sprinkling was neyer practiced, in 
ordinary cases, til] after,the reformation, “In 1556, a book was pubs 
lished at Geneva, contaming the form of ptayer and ministration of 
the sacrament, approved by the famous, and Godly-learned man, John 
Calvin, in which, the administrator is enjoined to take water in his 
hand and lay it on the child’s forehead. A number of persons, who 
had fled from England in the time of the persecution of Mary, who 
had renounced the authority of the Pope, implicitly acknowledged 
the authority of Calvin, and returned to their own country with Knox 
at their head, in 1552, established sprinkling in Scotland. From 
Scotland, this practice made its way into England, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, but was not autherized by the established church. 

In the assembly of Divinés held at Westminister in 1643, it was 
keenly debated whether immersion or sprinkling should be adopted; 
twenty-five voted for sprinkling, and twenty-four for immersion; and 
even this small majority was obtained at the earnest request of Dr. 
Lightfoot, who had acquired great influence in that assenabl y.— 
Sprinkling is therefore, the general practice of this country. Many 
christians, however, especially the baptists, reject it. The Greek 
church universally adhere to Hnmersion, : 

In the second. century, christians began to be divided into believers 
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or suoh as were baptized, ana catechumens, who Were receiving in- 
struction to qualify them for baptism. ‘To answer for these persons, 
sponsors, or god-fathers, were first instituted, and were afterwards, in 
the fourth century, extended to infants. ‘Then the sign of the cross 
began to be employed, and was supposed to have & singular efficacy 
in baptism, Soon after the age of the Apostles, many began to im- 
agine, that the mere performance of this ceremony, procured regen- 
eration and the pardon of sin, St. Austin taught that it washed away 
original sin. And when-in the fourth century, Augustin established 
the doctrine of original sin, it was supposed that all infants dying un- 
baptized, were excluded from hdaven. Hence a licence to baptize, 


was given to midwives; and this was soon extended to any person, ‘ 


whether Jew or Christian, righteous or wicked. . The truth of history 
obliges us .to add, that this doctrine was carried so far, that in diffieult 
births, water was Commanded to be pouted on whatever part of the in. 
fant should appear, and when that could not be done, baptism was to 
be attempted by means of a syringe in & way that delicacy forbids us to 
explain, 

We are certain from scripture, that when christianity was first estab- 
lished, no particular place or edifice was appropriated to this ceremony. 
The river, the lake, the pond, which ever was most convenient, was al- 
ways chosen. Sometime after, Vaptiteries were built, Fonts were 
erected in them for t baptism of infants; these were small baths raigs- 
ed on platforms, to wich, the administrator ascended by steps; (Notice, 

iS was in the 3U and 4th centuries,) and in which, they could immerse 
children, without going into the water themselves. When immersion 
was superseded by sprinkling, a basin of water was placed in the font, 
and from it the ceremony was performed.” Here we would remark, 
that the above extract clearly proves that none but professed believers 
were baptized in the first and second cenguries, and that immersion was 
the only mode. For the catechumens in the second centuries were not 
baptized until they were qualified by instruction; and when baptized, 
they were considered believers, because they had madea public profession 
of their faith; and for the faithful performance of the vows, which the 
had made at their baptism, sponsors or god-fathers were just institu : 
These facts are sufficiently confirmed by the celebrated Mr. Robinson iit 
his history of baptism. — jt is true that Mr. R. was a baptist; but is he 
as a historian entitled to jess credit on that account? He has sustained 
all his positions by argumenis, and all his arguments by facts, and all his 
facts by authority. It may be said that Robinson! isa kind of erparte 
witness—that his prejudices and partialities are all enlisted in the cause 
he advocates. But may we not, upon the same Principles, apply a i 
lar objection to the whole legion of Pedo-baptists writers, that have been 
arrayed against ys? 

In bigson’s history of Baptism, p. 59, it is observed “that the 
state of baptism during thé lives of the Apostles may be gathered from 
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what is reported. For example, The‘ historian relates the baptism of 
many proselytes, as Cornelius, the Ethiopian Eunuch, and others, on 
their profession of christianity; of course the administrators did not 
know of such a custom as proselyte baptism, or they did not understand 
proselyte washing to be baptism, or they practised anti-baptism, which 
is not credible, "eT here are frequent narrations of the baptism of beliey- 
ers, but not one infant appears in the whole history; yet no doubt, some 
christians had marned, and had youn families within the thirty years 
between the ascension’ of Jesus and the settlement of Paul at Rome.— 
There is no mention of any of the ceremonies which modesn christians 
have affixed'to baptism; no consecration of water, np sprinkling, no use 
of oils and ointments, no catechumen state, no triune immersion, no 
giving a name, no renunciation of any demon, none of the innumera- 
ble additions, which under pretence of adorning, have obscured the glo- 
ry of this heavenly institute. It belongs to those who practise such ad. 
ditions to say how they came by them, and ‘under what master they 
serve, A 
Among the ancient fathers very different accounts have been given 
of Temples and Baptistaries, But Baptistaries are to-be first sought : ‘ 
for, where they are first wanted, in towns and cities; for writers of un. 
questionable authori » affirm, that the primitive christians continued to 
bapuze in rivers, pools and baths till about the middle of the third cen. 
tury. Justin Martin says, they went with the catechumen to a place 
where there was water; and Tertullian adds, that candidates for baptism 
made a profession of faith twice, once in the church, and then again, 
when they came to the water; and it was quite indifferent, whether it 
were the sea or'a pool, a lake, a river, ora bath. About the middlé of 
the third century baptistaries began to be built, but there ‘were none 
within the churches til} the sixth century, p. 69. Every thing, says Mr. 
Robinson, in the church of St. Sophia, goes to prove that baptism was 


_ administered by triune immersion, and only to-instructed persons; the 


canon laws, the officers, the established rituals, the lent sermons of the 
prelates, &c. The following extract from a discourse of Archbishop 
Basil, may serve to show, both how and whom they baptized in the 

Greek established church in the fourth century, : 
“It is necessary for the perfection of a christian life, that we should 
imitate Christ, not only in such holy actions and dispositions, as lenity, 
modesty, and patience, which he exemplified in his life, but also in his 
death ;, as Pau] saith, ‘I am a follower of Christ, ‘Iam conformable to 
his death, if by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead.” How can we be placed in a condition of likeness to his death? 
by being buried with him in baptism. What is the form of this burial? 
And what benefits flow from an imitation of it? First, the course of 
former life is stopped. Noman can do this unless he be born again, as 
our Lord has said. . Regeneration, as the word imports, is the beginning 
of a newlife. John preached the baptism of pentance, and al] Judea 
went out tohim. To you a prophet calls, saying wash and be clean, 
To you the Apostles +*¥ Tepentand be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the 
Holy Ghost. The Lord himself invites you; Come unto me all that 
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labor anid are heavy Jaden, and I will give you rest. .Why do you de- 
liberate?’ What do you wait for’ Instructed in the doctrines of Christ 
from your infancy, are you not yet acquainted with them? Having 
been always learning, will you never come to a knowledge of the truth. 
When shall we acknowledge you for our own? 

It seems clear that the homilies of Archbishop Basil were not ad- 

dressed to pagans, old or young, but to the children of Christians whom 
he calls the church, that the Greek church, of those times did not force 
2 profession of christianity upon their children, but conducted them to 
baptism by instruction and argument. Nothing like this is to be found 
in the lent ‘sermons of modern times, anda translation or the lent 
homilies pf the ancient Greek church, could not be read to any congre- 
gation of’ modern christians without great absurdity, except to baptist 
assembli¢s, and there they would be heard in raptures, for their singular 
propriety and beauty, ‘p. 75. 

As there were several baptismal churches at Rome, that of St. John 
Lateran, the mistress, if not the mother of all-the rest, where the _ 
Pope was Bishop,.and where himself officiated, is the most proper to 
be seen on the present occasion, Holy Saturday, the day before Easter, 
was the chief day of baptizing, The first canonical hour of that day 
began at midnight, and three hours were spent in singing psalms, say- 
ing prayers and reading homilies. At three in the morning, the cate- 
chumens, who had been scrutinized, attended, and various ceremonies 
were performed, as crossing, blessing, catechising, taking the renuncia- 
tion, and so on, and in the end, the archdeacon dismissed them with 
these words: “My dear chikften, return to your places, and wait for the 
hour in which, the grace of God may be communichted to you by. bap- 
sm.” At nine, the Pontiff, attended by a great number of prelates and 
clergy, went to the Sacristy, and after they had a on their proper 
habits, proceeded in silent order into the church. lis Holiness put on 
him a pair of waxed drawers and a surplice, and then returned. 0 the. 

baptistery. There three children were waiting, which were the usual 
' number baptized by the Pontiff. Silence Was ordered. When the first 
was presented, he asked, what is his name? The attendant answered 
John. Then he proceeded thus, John, dost thou believe in God the 
Father, Almighty Creator of Heaven and Earth? 1 do believe. Dost 
thou believe in Jesus Christ, his only son our Lord, who was born and 
suffered death? I do believe. Dost thou believe in the. Holy Ghost, 
the Holy Catholic church,-the communion of saints, the remission of 
Sins, the resurrection of the body, and fife eternal? I do believe,— 
John, do you desire to be-baptized? Ido, | baptize thee in the hame 
of the Father, dipping him once, and of the Son, dipping him a second 
ume, and of the Holy Ghost, dipping him a third time. The Pontiff 
added, may you obtain eternal life! John answered, amen! The saine 
was then repeated to Peter and Mary, the other two. Attendants with 
napkins received the children, and retired to dress them. The attend...” 
ants of his Holiness threw a mantle over his surplice, and he retired — 
That these ordinals were originally composed for the baptism of those 
of riper years, seems ‘not to admit of a doubt; and that baptism was 
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to believe that the candidates were the children of Christians, The 
scrutiny, the service in part in the night; the command of silence; the 
change of the Deacon's habit; the wax or oil cloth drawers of the 
Pontiff; thgs interrogations and answers; the kneeling and praying of 
the candidates; the proper-lessong for the days; the services of suscep- 
tors, parent$ patrini and matrinij who were uncles, aunts, relations or 
assistan's, and not.modern god-fathers performing sponsion ; the address- 
to the young people; the total omission of charges to sponsors ; all 
to prove the point, p. 89, \ 
Many other examples of the same kind might be produced, all of 
hich go to show most clearly and unequivocally, that baptism was 
performed in the Catholic Church by immersion. e+ 
In the’ first baptistaries, both administrators and candidates, went 
down steps into the bath; in after ages the administrator went up st 


- toa platform, on which stood a simall bath, which they called a font, 


into which they plunged children without going into the water than. 
selves, In modern practice, the font remains, but a bason of water, set 
in the font, serves the purpose, because it is not now Supposed that either 
the administration Bhould go into the water or that the candidate should 
be immersed. 7 > 

It is generally supposed that the baptism of children was first men- 
tioned at Carthage in the third century; and Tertullian, who first men- 
tioned it, wrote a book to shéw the reasonableness of baptizing ‘as the 
church at Carthage did, ‘atid to expose the impropriety of baptizing 
children. Hence it is inferred that some Christians in the third century 
did baptize infants, although the church at Carthage did not. Few 


this Father. They are boys and not babes of whose baptism he writes, 
As Africa isthe place where infant baptism first makes its appearance, 
it would be unpardonable in a history of African Christianity, not to 
keep the eye full fixed on infants. When they appear in the chureh they 
should be examined fairly, but with all possible serenity; first to come at 
the fact, who these infants are, and then: the law of the case, or the 
reasons which are assigned for the baptism of them. The fact is, that 
infants appear three times, and at three different and distant periods, and 
the baptism of them is each time claimed for anew and different reason, 
The first time it is ah infant in law, able to ask to be baptized, and ac- 
companied by his sponsor or guardian. This happens in the time of 
Tertullian, about the beginning of the third century. The second is an 
infant of eight days old brought in by a country priest, who reasons 
from circumcision, and is confirmed in his opinion, and ordered by his 
master Cyprian to baptize before eight days, This happened about 
forty years after the former. The last is a new born babe in danger of 
damnation for his original sin, to be cleansed and saved by baptism, by 
the bishop of Hippo. This falls ‘out about one hundred and eight years 
after the second. The inquiry is, who are these infants, as .translators 
have been pleased to call them? There is an absolute certainty, that 
these children were not infants int the usual popular modern sense, and 


that the word among the Africans meant a minor or an infant in law, in 
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genétal. It might mean a sucking child, or it might not, To determine 
the gense precisely, and once for all, itis necessary to examine the’ cir- 
cumstances Ynentioned by Tertullian, in the case of the infants above 
mentioned, though he does not call them infants, but little ones. — 

An African bishop is an unexceptionable evidence, and one that has 
_ no imducement to mislead, is the most proper to speak to this point. 

‘ Bishop Victor be the man. He says there were in the African church 
at Carthage, when Eugenius was bishop, a great many little infants, 
readers, who rejoiced in the Lord and suffered persecution with the rest 
of their brethren. He says, in another place, when a great many chris- 
tians were fleeing into exile, many little infants accompanied them, cry- 
ing we are christians, we are catholics, we believe in the Trinity, p. 167. 
We could multiply quotations from the African fathers, to prove that 
when they: spoke of infants or little ones, in connexion with religion, . 
they did not mean babes, but minors or infants in law. It is clear from the 
writings of Tertullian, that he opposed infant baptism, and the prerre- 
quisites which the Carthagenjan church demanded of candidates, were 
impossible to infants. ‘The baptism of babes, says Mr. Robinson, first 
appeared in Africa; the most impure part of the Catholic world. And 
from the facts which he has stated, it would seem that Fidus, an honest 
and humane bishop of a company of christians in Africa, where some of 
his neighbors bought, stole, captivated, and burned children; where 
some of his flock returned to paganism; others intermarried with pagan 
families, and went with them to other old practices of sacrificing, as 
formerly, children to their Gods; himself filled with Jewish ideas of 
dedjcating children to the true-God, and marking them with cireumcis- 
ion} sending for advice to Cyprian, exactly such a confused genius as 
himself, Is it a very improbable conjecture, that Fidus bethought him- 
self of baptizing new born infants as an expedient to save the lives of 
the lambs of his flock? Ndthing could be more ffatural, or to a man of 
his princsples, come more of course. There is a letter of Cyprians yet 
extafit, written to eight bishops of Numidid, in which he deplores the 
condition of such captives, , 

{n 257, a council of about sixty or seventy bishops met. After dis- 
cussing several points which came before them, lastly, comes the ques- 
tion about infant baptism, The letter written by Fidus was read, but as 
it is lost, all the judgment we can form of it,.is from what Cyprian has 
said of it, The precise question before the Association ‘was, at what 
age may infants be baptized? _Fidus thought at eight days, because the 
law of citcumcision prescribed this time. No! replied the Council, 
God denies grac¢ to none; Jesus came not to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them; and we ought to do all:we can to save our fellow creatures, 
Besides, added they, God would be a respecter of persons if he grants to 
adults what he denies to infants, Upon the whole it is manifest, this in- 
fant baptism is entirely different from that proposed in the time of Ter- 
tullian, That, was the baptism Of little ones, who asked to be baptized ; 
this, of new born babes. That, was supported and rejected by New 
Testament texts and arguments; this, is grounded on, and defended, and 
regulated by Jewish law. That requited the consent of sponsors; this, 
mentions none: That, was a joining them to the chyrch; this, is a 
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dedicating of them to God. The idea of dedicating children to Ged 

was Very spacious, and had an air of superior piety. . It met also with 

me general notions of those christians, who had changed the primi- 
tive ground of action, and taken the Old Testament :as a rule of re- 
igion for Christians, Where could the zeal and the tenderness of the 
fair sex find such scope for the effusion of those soft passions, which 
is the glory. of their sex, asin the frontiers of the Roman provinces 
in Africa?’ On the coast, the laws against human sacrifices guarded 
the lives of infants; but higher up the country, the custom of the 
country over the line, and purchased the innocent lambs for 
sacrifice, .'T'a persuade the poor peasants to dedicate them to God, 
and to prevail on some person of note to become Sponsor, and put his 
name on these little innocents, was at once to lace them r the 
shadow of ‘the gospel.and the law. A hazardous undertaking, ‘said 
the stern Tertublian? True, replied the compassionate ladies, but 
Jesus said give unto, him that asketh; and suffer little children to come 
unto me. Fidus impfoved upon this, and refluced baptism to:the size 
of babes, p: 194. 

There is one article relative to infant baptism, Which it may not be 
improper to observe. Austin and his company Weré:the first, who 
ventured to attack at law, believers in baptism, “They did not pre- 
tend to ground infant baptism on scripture, but tradition, and as they 
could not possibly cite any law, human or divine, they ventured to 
phace it on universal custom. But with what possible decency could 
Austin affirm thit? We ask, was he himself baptized in infancy ?— 

"Was Ambroze baptized in infancy?" Was his father Patricius bap- 





 . tized wiien an infant? &c. If it were an established and universal 





custom, for whose side was the law made to compel it? Austin knew— 
es! Some Christians had told him, the ground on which you place 
Leptin is not able.to bear the baptism of babes. It sets aside the - 
necessity of baptism itself to the children of all Christians, You sa 
infants are to be baptized, because they are sinners, We ask when 
they sinned? You say, never in their own persons; but they were in 
the loins af Adam when he sinned, And pray, were they not in the 
loins of their immediate parents when they were baptized? How 
came they to derive guilt from a remote ancestor, and not grace from 
an immediate parent ; whose sin, both original and actual, you say were _ 
all washed in his baptism. How was it possible that this man could 
call infant baptism an apostolical custom? p. 202. Near a hundred 
and fifty years before Austin was born, some zealous women hurried 
forward the baptism of” children, Forty years after, Fidus a country 


ptism were necessary at eight days, it was so, as son as they were 
"born, The Catechumen. stall began with the doctrine of mystery, 
and continued on its original plan about two hundred years. Jt wasin 
the year three hundred and eighty one, that Gregory then bishop of, 
Constantinople delivered his fortieth oration, . and having censured a 
delay of baptism on account of its danger, gave his opinion on ‘the 
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riety of ‘baptizin children, and the absolute necessity of bapti- 
Lense in a af danger of death, These are his words, But 
say some, what is your Opinion of infants, who are not capable of 
judging either of the grace of baptism or th damage sustained by 
the want of it? Shall we baptize them too? By all means, if there 
any apparent danger, For it were better they were sanctified 
without their knowing it; than that they should die. without _their be- 
ing initiated. As for others, I give my opinion, that when they are 
‘three years old or thereabout, for then they are able to hearand an. 
ewer some of the mystical words, and although they do not fully un- 
derstand them, they may receive impressions, and be sanctified both 
soul and bod by the great mystery of initiation,” Gregory, the me- 
tropolitan of al) Greece, the oracie of the Catholic world, gave this 
as his opinion, which '$ a clear indication, that the baptism of children 
was anew affitir, unsettled by any law, human or divine; and this in 
the Cathedral at Constantinople, in the close of the fourth century, — 
Indeed, it was impossible for him to Say more; for as the whole ora- 
tion proves, he was preaching to an audience, many of whom, were 
unbaptized. The Emperor Thedosius, who was probably present, 
had been baptized very lately, in about the thirty-tifth year of his age; 
Gregory himself. was thirty when he was baptized, and Nictonius his 
Immediate suctessor, was not baptized till:after he had been elected 
to succeed him in the arch-episcopal throne; and yet the Eftperor 
had been trained up from his infancy in the Nicene faith; and Grego. 
Ty was born while his father was a bishop. ‘The Opinion given by this 
Prelate is, that new born babes ought not to be baptized, unless 
danger of death, p. 231, 
eptisn) is one of the most curious and complicated subjects of eccle- 
Biastical history, Among those; who Stepped off the ground of scripture 
and laid another foundation, it was 48s variable'as the wind, and in every 
Province practised for a diferent reason, At Alexandria, inserted into 
Tules of academical education, At Jerusalem, administered to pro- 
| miscuous catechumens, [pn the deserts of Egypt, united to monastic 


ln case 


The first law in Europe, to compel persons to be baptized on pain of 
death, was in 789; by Charlemagne, son and successor of Pepin, who 
usurped the throne of France. After thirty years? War with the 
“xOns, who were Pagans, he reduced them to the dreadful alternative, 
either of being assassinated by his troops or of accepting life, on condi- 
ton of professing themselves christians by being baptized, ° 
also 'mposed heavy fines on Parents, who refused or neglected to have 
their children baptized, Within. one ear after their birth. In this un- 
Just and savage manner did Charlemagne subdue the Saxons, the Fre- 
siders and the Huns'to the Profession of the Christian Religion, The 


n long growing, arrived at maturity during the 


feign of Charlemagne ; and this maturity formed the greatest evil. which, 
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first pouring and then sprinkling, were intended to relieve. In the reign 
of this emperor, the law of baptism in his empire, was excessively severe, 
It was death for any inan to refuse to be baptized, 

The absolute necessity of dipping, in order to valid baptism, and the 
indispensible necessity of. baptism, in order tu salvition, were two doc- 
trines which clashed; and the collision kindled up a sort of war between 
the warm bosoms of parents, who had children, and the cold reasonings 
of monks, who had, few sympathies. The doctrine was cruel and 
the feelings. of humanity revolte#l against it. Power may give law; but 
it is more than power can do ito make unnatural law set easy on the 
minds of men. The clergy felt'the inconvenjence of this state of things, 
for they were obliged to attend any woman in labor at a moment's 
warning, night or day, in any season, at the most remote part of their 
parishes, without the power of demanding any fee, whenever a cause of 
necessity required; and if they neglected their duty, they were severe] 
punished, A®great number of expedients were tried to remedy the evil, 
but for aXlong time-nothing ‘succeeded; there was a regular train of 

, trials, At first, infants were baptized along with catechumens, at two 
periods in the year. When it was observed, that some died before the . 
season for baptizing.came, Priests were empowered to baptize at any 
time, and in any place, in case of sickness, When it was remarked that 
a Priest was nut always at hands~pew canons enabled him to depute 
others to perform the ceremony, and.midwives were licensed. It ha 
pened sometimes while the inidwife was baptizing a child not likely to 
live many minutes, the mother was neglected and died. 'To prevent. 
such an accident in future, it was decreed, that any body, licensed or un- 
licensed, a Jew or a degraded Priest; a scullion or felon, might baptize. 
{t fell out sometimes, that a vessel large enough ora quantity of water suffi- 
cient to dip an infant could not be procured on a sudden, and while the 
attendants were procuring & vessel or water, the ill-fated infant expired. 
In vain were laws made, expressly requiring pregnant women to have 
every thing ready prepared. ‘The laws of nature defied human controul ; 
the evil was incurable, and the anguish jntolerable. Some infants died 
the moment they were born, others, before ;*both were baptized, and al-for 
the comfort of the miserable rhother, doomed like fiends to Cescend 
instantly to a place of torment. | In brief, says Mr. Robinson, it became 
impossible to maintain the two propositions, that baptism was dipping, and 
that dipping was essential to salvation, 

379. But’ pore Btephey removes the difficulty: he has pronounced 
pouring valid baptisin in extreme cases, Many ingenidus devices, there- 
fore, have been invented to administer baptism by sprinkling, in extraor- 
dinary cases, Ft would shock the modesty of people unused to such a 
ceremony, to relate the law of the case. Suffice it therefore, to observe 
that ifthe hand or the foot of a babe dying with the mother in the birth 
be sprinkled, it is baptism and the child 1s saved. A humane doctor of. 
law and divinity of Palermo, in 1751, published at Milan, ‘in the Italian 
tongue, a book of 320 pages in quarto, dedicated. to all the guardian an- 
gels, to direct priests and physicians, to secure the eternal salvation of - 
infants by baptizing them, when they could not be born, The surgical 
instruments and Process cannot be mentioned here; and the reader has 
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come to a point in history of infant sprinkling, when modesty com- 
him to retreat retire. ; : 

385. Father Mabillon says, although there is mention made in the 
life of St. Lindger of sprinkling a little infant by pouring on holy water, 
yet, it is contrary to an express canon of the ninth century; con to 
the canon given by Stephen, which allowed pouring only in cases of ne- 
Cessity, contrary to the general practice in France, where ttiune immer- 
sion. was used; contrary to the practice of the Spaniards, who need single 
immersion ; Coutrary to the opinion of Alwin, who contended for triune 
immersion, and contrary to the practice of many, who Gontinued to di 
until the fifteenth century. Many other catholic writers might be quoted, 
who would attest the same things; men whose ability and fidelity have 

uestioned. Such as Paul Maria Paciandi, Dr. Jose. De 
Vicecomes of Milan, and the Celebrated Lewis Anthony Muratori, the 
ormament. of his Country, and an bonor to humanity, who testify that im- 
mersion was the. ancient and universal practice of administering baptism, 

It remains only to be examined, whether they who affirm, infant sprink- 
ling is not christian baptism, but Pagan lustration christianized, have 
any reason on their side. Learned antiquaries, both eatholics and pro- 
testants, avow the likeness of the two ceremonies of lustration and in- 
fant rinkling, are both of human appointment. There is not in the 
New Testame, the most distant hint of such an appointment, In 
both, the ceremony not having any scripture law to regulate jt, is per 

at a time,left to the discretion of the parents; at five days, seven 
days, eight days, thirty days, as it may happen, only it must be in infancy, 
_ » @ name js given, a festival is held, and an iitiation is effected, 

he young Pagan was carried to the: Temples of the Gods; the you 

christian is made a member of the visible church of Jesus Christ, iz 
where that is not allowed, he is ingrafted into an tnvisible ‘society, the 
benefits of which are secured to him by a covenant, which no body ever 
saw. In both, there js Supposed to be an expiation. What Pagans 
meant, is difficult to Say: but christians speak clearly and some of t 
emphatically, Some Say, infants by this ceremony accede toa covenant 
of grace, and enter into the “njoyments of it, Others affirm that grace 


Phatically, when they declare in express words, that water in baptism 
ocates and d. the devil, Pagans and christians al] affirm, there 


are mysteries, both great and small, in this ceremony; and a true Propo- 


Mersion, single or triune, was the ordinary mode of baptizing in the 
catholic church, from the beginning till the reformation, and the Luthe- 
ran reformers continued it, In regard to the catholics, the evidence is 
beyond all Contradiction. Canons, manuals, legends, histories and ho- 
milies, deseril in words, and innumerable monuments, baptistenes and 
Pictures in missals, describe it in sculpture and Painting, ‘In England, 

ae beptiamn in rh understood to mean immersion, till after 
ormation ; and alt ough. private pourin on infants, in danger of 
death, was called baptism, yet, it Sti Nidel Ji 80 only in joan . 
Stephen had said, if jt Were a case of hegessity. and if it were per- 
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formed in the name of the Trinity, pouring shotild be valid, » In the pri. | 


mitive church ‘8 no mention made of baptizing by pouring. In 
the middle ages, At was a real, literal pouring, and though it was an- 

toa ton for baptism, was not baptism, but a very distinct 
ceremony, called: eapitularium, or washing the head. This ceremony 


was performed on Palm Sunday, upon the competents in order to wash 

away any soil contracted in lent, and prepare them to receive unction 

Previous to baptism, which was administered a few days after. Pouring 

water, therefore, on the head, was not baptism, but like exorcism, a pre- 

paration for on And as they sprinkled in exorcism and poured at 

the delivery of the creed, on Palm Sunday, it is clear they considered 
ism itself, immersion and nothing élse. 

The reduction of the christian religion to the size of children has 
been the ruin of the credit of christianity ; ‘and the institutes have shared 
the fate of the doctrines; they have been dismantled from their original 
pedestals and frittered into puerile play things, and at length despised, 
broken and thrown away. Thus, in emblems, the river became a bath, 
the bath a ‘ont, the font a bason, the bason a cup, the cup a cruet, a 
sponge, and a syringe. * | \ ‘ 

The Rev. John Wesley baptized only by immersion, except in case: 
of sickness. See his journal Savannah, 1796, “February, 21st. Mary 
Welch, aged 11 days, was baptized according to the custom of the first 
church, and the rule of the church of England, by immersion.” ““May, 
5th, | was asked to baptise a child of Mr. Parkens, second bailiff of Sa- 
vannah, But Mrs. P. told me, neitter Mr. P. nor me, will consent to ° 
its being dipped. I answered, if you certify that your child is| weak, it 
will suffice (the rubrick says,) to pour water, upon it... She replied; nay, 
the child. is not weak, but I am resolved, it shall not be dipped. This‘ar- 
ens I could not refute, So I went home, and the child was baptized 

y some other person.” = P 

From the days of Augustin to the reformation, those, who in the (ca- 
tholic church practised infant baptism never imagined christianity here- 
ditary; but suppose, the moment an infant was separated from its mother, _ 
it was out-of the pale of the church, accountable for the crimes of Adam 
and Eve, defiled with sin itself, inhabited by Satan, under the wrath of 
God, without christianity, and without hope in either world, and doom- 
ed, dying as it was, to everlasting misery. Conceiving that regengration 
was the work of the Holy Ghost, and that this work was done in baptism, 
they baptized children, and to this day, they baptise irifants on these 
principles. ‘This doctrine is so interwoven into the creeds, canons and 
rituals of the church, that it never can be separated till the whole econo- 
my is dissolved. The Lutheran church, and the Episcopal church of 
England, at the reformation, laid aside some ceremonies, but continued 
infant baptism, avowedly on these principles, A 

We shall conclude our historical facts on the institute of christian bap- 
tism, with a few quotations from the learned Dr. Mosheim, whose preju- 
dices against the Baptists, were inveterate, We shall, therefore, con-. 
sider his testimony in support of believers’ baptism by immersion, as the 
only mode practised in the first and second centuries, as conclusive evi- 
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dence in this case. See Mosheims Church History, voli. p. 108.— 
The sacrament of baptism was administered in the first Century, without 
the public asseriblies, in places appointed and prepared for that purpose, 
and wa’ performed by immersion of the while body 'in the baptismal 
font, In p. 170, ‘the Doctor says, “the sacrament of baptism was admin- 
istered publicly. twice every year, at the festivals of Easter or Penticost 
or Whitsuntide, either by the bishop or presbyters, in conseqnence of 
his authorization or appointment. ‘The persons that were to be baptized, 
after they had repeated the creed, confessed and renounced their sins 
and particularly the devil, and his pompous allurements, were immersed 
under water, and received into Christ’s kingdom, by a solemn invoca- 
tion of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, according to the express com- 
mand of our blessed Lord. Alter baptism, they received the sign of the 
cross, were annointed, and by prayer, and the imposition of hands were 
solemnly commended tothe mercy of God, and dedicated to his service; 
in consequence of which, they received milk and honey, which conclu- 
ded the ceremony. Adult persons were prepared for baptism by absti- 
nence, prayer and other solemn services. It was to answer for them 
that sponsors or god-fathers were first instituted, though they were after- 
wards admitted also, in the baptism of infants.” This is the account 
Dr. Mosheim gives of baptism in the second century. In the third cen- 
tury, additional ritesand ceremonies were introduéed into the church, — 
and the ordinances of baptism, and the Lord’s supper were administer- 
ed with considerable pomp. Gold and silver vessels were used in the 
administration of the Lord's supper; which was considered by all of the 
hijrhest importance, and as essential to salvation; for which reason, it was 
_ thought proper to administer it to infants, p. 229. In p. 228, the Doc- 
tor says, there were twelve a year, stated times, when baptism was ad- 
ministered to all, who after a long course of trial and preparation offered 
themselves as candidates for the profession of christianity. ‘The remis- 
»sion of sin was thought to be its immediate and happy effect; the Holy 
Ghost was supposed to be conferred; and none were admitted to this 
solemn ordinance until by the menacing and‘formidable shouts and de- 
clamation of the exorcist, they had been.delivered from the dominion of 
the Prince of darkness, arid consecrated to the service of God, i 
Brethren and Friends:—We have \aid before you an epitome of well 
authenticated historical facts, in relation to Christian baptism; and’ it 
is perhaps uanecessary to remark, that all the witnesses we have ex- 
amined on the subject, prove most positively and unequivocally, that 
\mmersion was the primitive mode of baptizing, and that no one was 
ddmitted to this holy sacrament without a previous preparation, And 
that the catechumens in the second century (or more properly in’the 
beginning of the third) were prepared for baptism by instruction; and 
before they were admitted to the ordinance, made a public profession 
of their faith; answered certain questions, and performed such other 
exercises, usclearly prove they were not infants. 
We have also se@n that infant baptism is entirely unsupported by 
scripture authority and the writings of the primitive fathers, and that 
it is a heresy dargerous in its consequences. 1. Because it is founded 


in error, ana feaches what is not true, as in the fourth and succeeding 
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centuries it was believed to be regeneration sind to procure the pardon 
of sin, 2, Because it deceives the people by making them believe, 
that baptized children stand in a very different relation to God; and 
their prospects in heaven much better, than those, who are unbapti- 
zed. 3, Because it fills the minds of the multitude with superstitious 
conceptions of religion, as is evident from the distress of a parent, 


- whose child dies unbaptized. “In this case, the only consolation they 


can derive from the doctrines of their church, is that their unoffend- 
ing infant has been doomed to eternal misery. «4. Because it impairs 
the purity, and destroys’ the very idea of a Gospel church, composed 
of faithful believers, by uniting the world and the church together, 
and amalgamating elements, which can never harmonize, 5. because 
it produces discord among brethren, divides the church of Christ, and 
originates persecutions at which, the heart must shudder and humani- 
ty hang down its head with shame! Have not the advocates of infant 
baptism from the days of St, Austin down to the present time, perse- 
cuted unto death, those that entertained baptist sentiments, support- 
ed by the sword of secular power? Who was it, that shed the blood 
of the Donatists, the Petrobusians, the Wickliflites, the Hussites, the 
Waldenses, and many others, who contended for baptist ‘principles?— 
Who persecuted the Baptists in New England and Virginia before the 
revolutionary war? The pages of history blush, when they present the 
melancholy fact to the enquiring eye. And, why were we exposed to 
the persecution of the clergy? ccsed we denied the divine authority 
of infant baptism, and ‘conteaded for christian liberty—equality of 
rights—and treedom to warship God ‘in our own Way, according to the 
dictates of our own conscience. The advance of civilization, and the 


triumph of correct political principles over the illiberal dogmas of other 


ages, have recently occasioned a spirit of more general toleration; and 
we are now protected in out religious opinions by that immutable instru- 
ment, the the bill of rights; the supreme laws of the land. It ls how- 
ever, # source of unqualified regret, that we are stil] charged with hold- 
ing doctrines We never entertained, which Kave armed the prejudices of 
mankind against us, and held us up to the execration of society.— 
Among these accusations, that most criminal and unfounded in itself, is 
the charge of sending infants to hell in myriads, because we refuse them 
the.sacrament of baptism. We unequivocally deny the charge, and’af- 
firm that infantsare sacred without baptism, through the merit and effica- 


‘cy of that atonement, which the blessed Redeemer made to tale away 


the sin,of the world. We throw the charge back to those, who made it, 
and declare, that according to the Pedo-baptists doctnnes, taught from 
the fourth century to the present time, that baptism is necessary to sal- 
vation, all the innocent babes, that have died unbaptized, since the intro- 
duction of Christianity are inevitably lost forever. It is therefore, not 
the Baptist, but the Pedo-baptist tenet, that dispatches the = 
to hell, What an inhuman and absurd estimation of the divine gov- 
ernment of the all-wise and Holy God,’ must that man have, who be- 
lieves, that the destiny of millions of human beings is determined by the 
application of a few drops of water, sprinkled on infants, by the fingers 
of a priest, comparitively as low as the worm, that creeps upon the earth! 
; , 
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In reviewing the preceding remarks the following facts appear to be 
trated beyond dispute. = : 
Ist. That Christian baptism is an ordinance of God peculiar to the 
Gospel dispensation end has no connection with the rite of circumti- 
Sion, the ceremonial Purification of theJews, nor Pagan lustration, 
2d. That the ministry and baptism of John, was the beginning of. the 


are essentially the same. as 

3d. That baptism was in the primitive age of the church p 
by immersion, and that faith in Christ whs or rags as an indispensible 
qualification in the subject, without which, his baptism was not consi- 
dered valid. 


were not infants according to the popular acceptation of the word, but 

mjnors or infants in law, called by Tertullian, little ones, They were 

readers or assistants in the exerewses of the church, capable of askin 

for baptism, capable of conveying certain Property by testament, 0 

professing themselves chnstians, and sufleriig martyrdom with their 
thren. : 

4. That the first general law for pouring water in baptism was made 
by Pope Stephen III. in 753 And this law only embraced clinical cases 
when immersion would be mexpedient, 

6th. That immersion was the universa) Practice of the church for 
more than 1300 years, xcept in extreme cases. 


8th. That the baptisteries of the third and fourth centurles were evi- 
dently designed for the baptism of adults by immersion, / 

9th. That many learned Pedo-baptist writers have conceded that bap- 
lism was originally performed only by immersion, Upon a profession of 
faith in Christ. 

10th. That infant baptism originated in ignorance and error: the 
Principal reason assigned why baptism stiould be administered. to ba 
being, that it was necessary to cleanse them from original sin and exempt 
them from eternal wo. From this error of the Catholic Church, the 
Episcopalians are not entiely free.at this day. Though that Church 
does not Positively maintain the necessity of baptism to salvation, the 
27th article seems to imply it. And in the catechism the learner js ex- 
Pressly taught, that by baptism, he is member of Christ, a child of God 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. .; 

Ith. That the Westminster Confession of Faith ascribes more to bap- 
itsm than can be Supported from the New Testament, The compilers 
of that excellent book, were also laconsistent with themsel veg, as pre- 
destinarians,) to apply what they call the seals of the covenant on Grace, 
to those of whom, they can have po evidence, that they are in the cove- 
nant of Grace. as 


5 12th. That infant baptism was first invented in Africa, where it was be- 
; . ) 
’ ' 





— 


z 
§ 
= 


af 
= 


ibeha i 


s 


rch for 


FF 


tieved’ to be necessary to salvation. For its authority they plead tradi- 


wart 


tion—on tradition it still rests, there being no higher authority for its 


‘support, 


13. That it was not till 1311, that the Legislature, in a council held 
at Ravenna, declared immersion or sprinkling to be indifferent. And in 
1556, that the church at Geneva, with John Calvin at its head, required 
the administrator to take water in his ‘hand, and lay it on the child’s 
forehead. In 1559, Mr. Knox introduced sprinkling into Scotland; 
which however did not generally prevail till 1643, when it was decided 
by an assembly of forty-nine divines at Westminster, in favor of sprink- 
ling by a majority of one vote, only; and that was obtained by the un- 
due-inflnence of Dr. Lightfoot. ; 

Hence you perceive, that sprinkling for baptism is comparatively of 
modern date ; and evidently a perversion of the divine institute of chris- 
tian baptism. Brethren, the ordinance of believers’ baptism by immer- 
sion, seems to be written with a sun beam upon the great volume of 
time. All past history, darkened as it is with the ignorance of the first 
centuries, and stained witl. the crimes of the thiddlé ages, proves incon- 
testibly, that in the primitive ages of christianity, believers were the only 
subjects, and immersion the only mode of baptism. Why has it been 
changed?. John Calvin indeed, tells us “the church has reserved to her- 
self the power to change somewhat, except the substance”; but surely 

this dectrine he brought with him from the Church of Rome, Although 
this power was claimed by the church at Geneva, with Calvin at their 
head, and was exercised by the assembly of divines at Westminster, we 
are sure they never derived any such power from’ Jesus Christ. “And 
let those, who either add or take away from the word of God, or change 
the ordinances of the gospel, remember that God hath said by his ser- 
vant John, that he will add unto them the plagues, which are written in 


@ 


this book, and will take away their part out of the book of life, and out — 


of the holy city.” 


With all this light of evidence in support of believers’ baptism by im- - 


mersion, is it not astonishing, that pious men of common understanding 
should say, the law of christian baptism is so ambiguous and obscure, 
that no one can say precisely how it was originally administered? ‘This 
indeed, we consider! an unpardonable insinuatjon against the author of 
our religion, What! to charge the Son of God, to whom we owe im- 
plicit duty and obedience, with publishing one of the principal laws of 
his empire in terms so indefinite, that no one can comprehend it! A 
law too, which he intended as a test of our love and fidelity; and a com- 
pliance with which, he has made an indispensable condition of our enter- 
ing into his militant kingdom, and ef our recognition as his true-and 

bumble disciples. = 
Brethren and friends: As much as we regard you, if you are still de- 
‘termined not to come to the light, nor obey the erdinances of our blessed 
. Lord, ag they were first delivered unto the saints; we must reluctantly 
ig 7 in the mist of darkness, until we shall all appear before the 
r of Christ—“when every man’s work will be tried by fire, and when 


every man shall be rewarded according to his works.”--AMEN.” 
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